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Marrnzw XXV. 21. 


WELL DONE, THOU GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT! 
THouU HAST BEEN FAITHFUL OVER A FEW THINGs,; I 
WILL MAKE THEE RULER OVER MANY TRHIN CS: ENTER 


THOU INTO THE Joy OF THY LoRD. 


OW awful are theawards of eternity ! How inter- 
1 eſting to the creature who feels himſelf accountable 
for his conduct, and an expeQant of eternal bliſs or woe! 

The mind of man, rouſed by the dictates of reaſon 
and conſcience, naturally looks forward to future ſcenes; 
and, by the very conſtitution of its nature, becomes ſuſ- 

ceptible of the deepeſt impreſſions of joy, or terror, 
from the proſpeQ. . 

But under the faint light of natural religion and philo- 
ſophy, we diſcern the great realities of the ſpiritual and 
eternal world, in a very imperfe& manner: clouds of 
_ darkneſs obſcure many of its moſt intereſting ſcenes— 
doubt and conjecture hold us in a ſtate of awful ſuſpence. 
It is to revelation we are indebted for a proper 
acquaintance with a future ſtate, and the tranſactions of 
judgment; as well as for the rich diſplays of grace, 
through a Redeemer. In the glorious goſpel of our Lord 
1 5 Chriſt, where life and immortality are brought to 
ight, theſe truths are ſet before us in the moſt ſtriking 
colours, and with the ſtrongeſt evidence: while, every 
motive which ought to influence the mind of a rational 
and immortal creature, in the purſuits of religion and 

8 | 75 virtue; 


1 


virtue; whether ariſing from our obligation to God, the 
deſire of our own happineſs, the exerciſe of benevolence, 
or the acquirement of true honour, is brought into view, 
and powerfully enforced. 

Among the various paſsages in holy writ which are 
direQed to theſe purpoles, the words of the text before 
us and its connections, which were delivered by our 
Lord, in one of his laſt diſcourſes with his diſciples 
before his pallion, hold a place highly intereſting and 
diſtinguiſhed, 

Our bleſsed Redeemer had come up to Jeruſalem to 
attend the paſcal lolemnity; and, alſo, to fulfil that ſacred, 
typical inſtitution, in the ſacriſice of himſelf, Two days 
before the feaſt commenced (as appears by what is 
ſubjoined to his diſcourſe, in the beginning of the 
26th chapter) on his leaving the temple, he had 


dropped ſome awful ſentences, reſpecting the deſtruc- 
tion of that magnificent building, and of the city in 


which it had long ſtood as the fanQuary of the Lord of 
Hoſts. Jeſus then retired, as he was wont, to the Mount 
of Olives; and while ſitting there, probably in full view 
of jeruſalem a and of the temple, the diſciples, whole minds 


appear to have been deeply impreſsed with the words . 


their Lord had ſpoken, came and requeſted that he would 
tell them when theſe things ſhould be; and what would 
be che fign of his coming, and of the end of the world. 


To this two-fold inquiry, our Lord gives an anſwer in 


the preceding chapter, united with various warnings and 
exhortations; all clothed in the moſt ſolemn and deſcrip- 
tive language. Continuing his diſcourſe in this chapter, 
he illuſtrates the ſubjeR of the general judgment, and of 
things Intirriately connected with it, by the parable of 
the ten virgins, and by this of the talents, of which our 
text is a part; and then dropping ſimilitudes, concludes 
tus excellent diſcourſe in a plain account of the appear- 


ing ard tranſactions of the great Judge; and of the final 
ſtates of men as awarded by his righteous, irrevocable 


ſente den nee. 
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This parable of the talents is very ſimilar to that of che 
ten pounds mentioned by St. Luke, being founded on 
the ſame principles; but is really a different parable: The 
one was ſpoken on a former occaſion, at Jericho; this, 
Juſt at the cloſe of our Lord's miniſtry, on the Mount of 
Olives. It ſhould ſeem, that our Saviour intended, b 
theſe parables, to impreſs the minds of his diſciples with 
a deep ſenſe of their dependence on him, as he 1s their 
Great Lord and Maſter; of their ſpecial obligation to 
improve, in his abſence, or during the preſent life, the 
various gifts of his bounty, whether of a more common 
or ſpecial nature (which ſeem to be deſigned by the ta- 
lents, ſaid to be given according to eyery man's ſeveral 
ability ;) and of his juſtice and goodneſs: Which he will 
diſplay when he ſhall ren of judge the world, by pu- 
niſhing the inexcuſable ingratitude, neglect and difobe- 
dience, of thoſe who continue in ſtate of ſin; and by 
conferring rewards of grace on his truly pious and faith- 
ſul people. 

1 laſt mentioned gracious intention, our text is 
Kae adapted: In which an approved character is 
deſcribed; the approbation of the righteous judge is 
declared, and an honor and bleſſing conferred by him 
on his faithful ſervant. 

_ Wiſhing to improve the mournful diſpenſation of 
divine Providence which we this day recognize, in the 


death of that venerable and excellent man of God, who. 


ſo many years faithfully, uſefully and honorably preſided 


in this church; our thoughts have naturally been turned 
to theſe words; on which we propoſe to diſcourſe in the 
following order: | 


Fixsr. Conſider holineſs and fidelity as they exiſt, 
and are neceſſarily connected, in the real diſciple 
of Chriſt, or a truly good man. 

SECONDLY. Take a view of that faithfulneſs which 1s 

more eſpecially diſplayed by a goſpel miniſter, in 
diſcharge of his ſacred truſt, 


THIRDLY. 


8 
Tuixnp ty. Beſtow ſome thoughts on the honor and 


happineſs, which will be conferred by Chriſt, on his 
faithful ſervants, at his appearing. 


LasTLy. Conclude, with an improvement of the ſub- 
jet, ſuited to the occaſion. 


Firſt. We are to conſider the exiſtence and neceſsa 

connettion of holineſs and fidelity, in the real diſciple 
of Jelus Chriſt. —It is not uncommon to call thoſe ſer- 
vants or perſons good, who are faithful in the diſcharge 
of any truſt repoſed in them; but as the epithets good and 
faithful are both uſed in this inſtance by our Lord, it is 
natural to think, that he intended by them things really 
different. For, though faithfulneſs to a truſt, is, in its 
general nature, virtuous, and included in the general 
deſcription of moral goodneſs, or holineſs; yet, men are 
often found faithful from intereſt, when they are not ſo 
from virtue, in things which are in themſelves laudable; 
at other times, from the ſame motive, or from inclination, 
in things which are neither laudable, nor, in general, be- 
neficial: And for the execution of which, the baſeſt of 
men, or even infernal ſpirits, would be more proper as 
agents, than the children of wiſdom and of God. 

But ſuch is the ſervice of Chriſt, that no unſanctified 
mind will, or can, be faithful in the performance of it. 
The ſervants, therefore, which he approves are good, or 
holy: They are influenced by pure motives, governed 
by the principles of truth and goodneſs, and act with a 
ſingle eye to the glory of God, as the great end of all 
their actions and purſuits. 

Our Lord, when expoſing the ſuperſtitious veneration 
of the Jews for their rabbies, and correcting the miſtake 
of one who had formed wrong ideas of his true character, 
has ſhewn us, that the character of good, in an exalted 
and peculiar ſenſe of the word, is to be applied to God 
alone. But in a leſs exalted ſenſe, it is applicable to both 
angels and holy men. The latter are deſcribed in the 
icriptures of truth as the ſubjects of divine grace, in whom: 

a renovating 
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a renovating change is produced, by the influence of 
God's holy ſpirit: And, in whom the fear of God, divine 
love, juſtice, benevolence, ſincerity, humility, faith, pa- 
tience, fortitude, and the whole train of chriſtian virtues, 
or graces, are abiding and operative principles. In the 
holy temper produced by this aſſemblage of graces, con- 
ſiſts that goodneſs which forms their diſtinguiſhed cha- 
racteriſtic, intended to be explained under this head. 
Faithfulneſs, as it is connected with this character, and 
applied to good men in general, conſiſts in the conſcien- 
tious and regular diſcharge of the various duties incum- 
bent on us: whether natural, civil, moral or religious. 
All which, when rightly performed, are done in conform- 
ity to the will, 11 in ſubjettion to the government of 
that righteous and dread ſovereign, whole kingdom ru- 


leth over all, and whoſe throne is eſtabliſhed eternally 


in the Heavens, 

In the performance of this ſervice, all thoſe graces 
which have been enumerated are called into exerciſe; 
and in connection with them, a facred regard, yea zeal, 
for the divine glory and the intereſts of Jehovah's king- 
dom, is wax n conſpicuous. This principle our Lord 
declares to be a great criterion of faithfulneſs; both as 
it engages the mind to the cauſe of God, and ſtands op- 


Poſed to all the ſelfiſh intereſts and paſſions, which govern 
the hearts of wicked men whether they pretend to reli- 
gion or not. “ He that ſpeaketh of himſelf ſeeketh his 


own glory; but he that ſeeketh the glory of him that 
ſent him, the ſame is true, and no unrighteouſneſs is 
in him.“ | 4 

By this fidelity we are a'ſo to underſtand a ſerious 
regard to thoſe ſolemn engagements a perſon comes 


under, when he embraces the goſpel and makes a volun- 


tary ſurrender of himſelf to God: When in holy baptiſm, 
he dedicates himſelf to the ſervice of the adoreable Tri- 


nity, renouncing all his fins; and when at the Lord's 
8 | B | 


table, 


2 k - » 88> * 
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table, or on other ſolemn occaſions, he renews his et- 
gagements. | | 

The neceſsary conneflion of this holineſs and fidelity 
is, therefore, abundantly evident; for, without ſanQtified 
affections no acceptable ſervice can be rendered to God; 
nay, without them, God will not be religiouſly regarded 
by us, in the very atts which are done profeſsedly for 
his glory; but by the exerciſe of pure affections, the 
common actions of life, as well as the more important, are 
conſecrated to this noble end. | 

Without the influence of a holy faith, love, and their 
attendant graces, we will neither realize, nor ſuitably 
regard, the great truths of religion; its duties, eſpecially 
its ſel/-denying duties, will be rendered irkfome ; and 
temptations to unfaithfulneſs readily find acceſs to our 
hearts. Among theſe, that horrid temptation which re- 
preſents God as a hard maſter, and which proved ſo fatal 
to the unfaithful ſervant mentioned in this parable, is not 
the leaſt to be feared. | 
For a farther illuſtration of this truth, we may add, 
that as the various graces which form a holy temper are 
neceſsary to render us faithful in the ſervice of God; fo 
a faithful attendance to the duties o. religion, 1s the proper 
mean of exemplifying the reality and excellence of that 
holineſs without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord. © He 
that keepeth my commandments,” faith the bleſsed Jeſus, 
« he it is that loveth me.*? We proceed, 


Secondly, To take a more particular view of that faith- 
fulneſs which is manifeſted by a goſpel miniſter in the 
diſcharge of his ſacred truſt. 

This appears, 1ſt. In his rejecting all baſe and un- 
worthy motives, when engaging in the ſervice: Such as 
wealth, worldly honor, or party-intereft: That he may 
perform it to the glory of God, and from a pure principle 
of love to him and to the fouls of men. 
2d. By his entering on the great work, and regularly 


purſuing it, as the important buſineſs of his life; cauſing 
all 


* John xiv, 21, 
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all other buſineſs and intereſts to ſubmit to this, that he 
may pleaſe him who hath called him to be a fpirituai 
ſoldier, and fulfil the miniſtry he hathreceived of the Lord. 

3d. In duly attending to his ſtudies, the improvement 
of his mental powers and other abilities with which he 
has been furmiſhed to the work; and in acquiring ſuch 
farther qualifications as are placed within his reach, by 
which his uſefulneſs may be increaſed. The firſt of theſe 
is expreſsly directed to in the epiſtles to Timothy ;* and 
the latter is inculcated at large, in this parable of the talents. 

4th. By his retaining and cheriſhing a tender, lively 
ſenſe, of that duty and gratitude he owes to his divine 
Lord. By entering fully into the goſpel ſpirit, loving 


its ſacred truths, and feeling a holy zeal for the accom- 


pliſhment of its great purpoſes: Like the ſeraphic Elijab, 
who was “ very jealous for the Lord of Hoſts;t” and as 
the evangelic Iſaiah, who“ for Zion's ſake would not hold 
his peace, nor reſt, until her righteouſneſs ſhould go forth 
as brightneſs and her ſalvation as a lamp that burneth. “ 

sth. In his regularly executing the different branches 
of his paſtoral office—fairhfully preaching the truths of 
the goſpel, even the whole counſel of God, as far as he 
underſtands it; whether men will hear, or whether they 
will forbear clearly diſtinguiſhing between the law and 
goſpel, and between the characters of men as ſaints or 
ſinners, and giving to each their portion in due ſeaſon— 
adminiſtering thoſe warnings, counſels and reproofs, 
which are deſigned to bring ſinners to repentance; and 
publiſhing the invitations, promiſes and declarations 
of grace, for the conſolation of penitent and believing 
ſouls; thereby feeding the ſheep and lambs of Chriſt's 


flock, in giving private inſtruttion, admonition and re- 
proof, on ſuitable occaſions, in keeping the ordinances 
as delivered by Chriſt and his apoſtles; and adminiſtering : 
them in purity, to the perſons who are declared in the 
| be the proper ſubjects And, finally, by 


ſcriptures to 
enforcing 


* 1ſt Tim. iv. 12, &c. 2d Tim. iv. 1, &c. 
f iſt Kings, xix. 10, Þf Iſaiah, IXIi. 1. 3 
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enforcing the diſcipline of the church, in a regular, im- 
tal manner. | 
6th. In patiently enduring the labors and ſufferings 
he may be ſubjefted to, in his courſe of duty; and cou- 
rageouſly encountering the dangers, diſcouragements or 
revilings of oppoſition. a 
oth. By carefully improving time and opportunity 
for doing good; making the whole of his life, as much 


as poſſible, uſeful to the great purpoſes of religion. By 


rejecting the flattering temptations of the world and fin; 
exhibiting to all men an example of unaffetted piety, 
benevolence, humbleneſs and purity; and by perſevering 
therein to the end. We proceed, 


Thirdly. To conſider the honor and happineſs, which 
Chriſt will beſtow onhis faithful ſervants, at his appearing. 

Theſe bleſſings are ſtrongly expreſsed in the text; and 
the gracious words will be addreſsed, as well to him that 
Thall be found faithful in the improvement of two talents, 
as to the other, who ſhall exhibit a like faithfulneſs in 
the improvement of five. Each charatter is deſigned to 
expreſs the ſtate of thouſands, who will be accepted at 
the great day of retribution. 

We begin with a view of the happineſs they ſhall re- 
ceive. This will conſiſt: In the approbation of their 


Lord; the rewards of grace conferred on them; and, 


the high enjoyments on which they will enter. * 
The firſt, clearly expreſsed by the lips of Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and declaring the acceptance of their perſons, as 
well as the approbation of their ſervices, will afford the 
moſt full and laſting ſatisfaction. Here, by faith, the 
children of God gain a pleaſing perſuaſion, that they are 
intereſted in the divine favor; and, while walking in the 
light of Jehovah's countenance, that perſuaſion grows up 
to a good degree of aſsurance. But, in their dark hours, 
they have many diſtreſſing doubts. Even when fully 
aſsured that the bleſſings of ſalvation are ſecure to all 


tlioſe who are true believers, or ſubjeQs of grace; yet, 


from 
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from their knowledge of the deccitfulneſs of the human 
heart, of the preſumptuous hope indulged by many, and of 
| their own manifold imperfettions, they feel the impreſſions 
| of fear; leſt, at laſt, they themſelves ſhould be found wanting. 
| But the gracious approving ſentence, from the mouth of 
their Judge and Savior, at the great day, will eternally 
7 baniſh every fear from their breaſts. With this bleſſing 


will be connected a compleat deliverance from the accu- 
ö ſations of Satan and the cenſure of wicked men. The miſ- 
; conſtruttions and jealouſies of their friends and brethren, 
which are ſometimes incurred in this imperfett ſtate, will 
4 be alſo for ever removed. 


But the favor and bounty of their Lord will be farther 
manifeſted, in conferring on them rewards of grace. I 
ſay, rewards of grace; for, every idea of meriting from 
the hand of God is excluded, even by right reaſon, as 
well as by the goſpel. Our goodneſs reacheth not to 
God. He is not benefited by any of our ſervices. And, 
even our beſt religious performances are mixed with ſo 
many and great imperfettions, that we need forgiveneſs 
for the beſt we do. It is by grace we are intereſted in 
the righteouſneſs that juſtifies, that perfe& righteouſneſs 
of the mediator, Jeſus; and while rendering our imperfe& 
ſervices, we are daily brought under obligations greater 
; than we canever Shore, by the ſuperabounding good. 
, neſs of God, diſplayed in the bleſſings of providence and 
grace which we receive. However, therefore, our 
gracious Judge may approve the honeſt and grateful en- 
deayours of his imperfe& ſervants to pleaſe and honor 
him, and confer on them diſtinguiſhing marks of his 
favor, all muſt be attributed to his royal bounty and un- 
merited munificence. | 
| Theſe rewards of grace are expreſsed in the ſcriptures 
by the moſt grand and pleaſing figures. In the parable 
. before us, they are repreſented by their Lord's continu- 
| ing to the approved ſeryants the talents originally given 
| them, with thoſe gained by their improvement; and b 


putting them in poſseſſion of much greater bleſſings. ha [ 
will 
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will make thee ruler over many things; enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord,” However great, therefore, the 
bleſſings may be conſidered, which are repreſented by ten 
talents (a ſum exceeding fifty thouſand pounds ſterling 
money®,) they will be vaſtly exceeded by the bleſſings 
of glory conferred in the eternal ſtate. A pleaſing inti- 
mation, alſo, is here given, that grace received, and ſer- 
vices performed for God, in time, will be followed by 
bleſsed conſequences, which will remain with the right- 
eous, and augment their happineſs, to eternity. 

But St. Paul aſsures us farther, that a crown of right- 
eouſneſs will be conferred by the Redeemer, on all thoſe 
who love his appearing. And the bleſsed Jeſus, while on 
earth, informed his diſciples, that he would appoint unto 
them a &k:ngdom, as his Father had appointed unto him: 
And he now promiſes to all who overcome, that they 
ſhall fit down with him in his throne; as he has over- 
come, and is fet down with his Father in his throne, 
To which alſo he will invite them, ſaying, Come! ye 
bleſsed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world. In a word, eter- 
nal life he will beſtow: [Immortal exiſtence, with all that 


makes life life: + Fulneſs of joy and pleaſures for ever- 
more.“ 


They, therefore, ſhall enter on the higheſt enjoyments, 


even into the joy of their Lord; ſhall fit down at the 


marriage ſupper of the Lamb; eat the hidden manna; 


pluck the fruit of the tree of life; and, drink of the living 


water which flows from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb, and of the new wine which is in the kingdom of 
God. They ſhall be inveſted with the white garments 


of righteouſneſs. and the palm of victory; receive the 


precious gem, with a new name written therein; and 
wear the crown of glory. | 
Of 


Ine beſt antiquarians inform us, that the talent of gold, moſt pro- 
bably intended here, amounts to g. 5,475; conſequently, ten talents tt 
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Of theſe divine enjoyments we can ſpeak, and indeed, 
think but very impertealy. They will, however, be 
ſuch as are beſt ſuited to the capacities of man's rational 
and immortal nature, when brought to its higheſt improve- 
ment in knowledge and virtue: Such as will not only give 
ſatisfaction, but produce the moſt refined, triumphant and 
laſting joy; and will conſiſt principally in the clear know. 
ledge and immediate enjoyment of God. Their commu- 
nion with Chriſt, their exalted Redeemer, will be uninter- 
rupted, and in his joy they will partake: Having on 
earth experienced fellowſhip with him, in his humiliation 
and ſufferings, they will now ſhare in his triumph and 
glory. Nor can we forget, on this occaſion, the ſocial 
happineſs and ſweet intercourſe repreſented as ſubſiſting 
between glorified ſpirits, when dwelling in the manſions 
Chriſt has prepared for them: They ſhall fit down with 
Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob and all the Prophets and Apoſtles 
in the kingdom of God; and being made like to the 
Angels of God in heaven, they will be fit compamons 
for thoſe firſt-born Sons of Light, and be ready to unite 
with them in all their ſacred employments of worſhip 
and of love. 

That thoſe who have been happily united here, in the 
goſpel church, by the ties of chriſtian love, pure friend- 


hip and relative connection, will have a happy meeting 


in heaven, and joyfully recoum what they have experi- 
enced in a deliverance from all their earthly trials and 
ſorrows, and in the conſummation of their hopes and 
wiſhes; cannot, it is preſumed, be rationally doubted. 
The honor Chriſt will confer on his faithful ſervants, 


in the great day, will appear, in his taking notice of their 


particular and private actions; even thoſe which will 
then be forgotten by themſelves. His owning them from 
the throne before aſsembled worlds, to the unſpeak- 
able joy of all good beings, and to the confuſion of their 


wicked enemies. His conferring on them degrees of 


glory, in proportion to their zeal and diligence on earth; 
placing them at his right hand; giving them to ſhare 


in 
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in the honors of the judgment; and welcoming them to 
the manſions of glory, in the ſtrongeſt terms of commen- 
dation and of love“: Saying, © Well done, good and 
faithful ſervants; enter ye into the joy of your Lord.” 
« Come, ye bleſſed of my Father! inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world,” 
IMPROVEMENT. | 

IN the application and improvement of this ſubjeQ, 
we are firſt led to contemplate our accountableneſs to 
God for life, with all its bleſſings and opportunities; and 
eſpecially for the diſpenſation and privileges of the gol- 

1. Every man has received a gift of importance, even 
a talent it, from the hand of God, to be improved for his 
glory; and can never diſengage himſelf from his obliga- 
tions to execute the ſacred truſt, The requiſition is made 
on principles of the moſt perfect juſtice and equity. 
Are we not the creatures of God, and indebted to him 
for every bleſſing and advantage we enjoy, as well as 
for our exiſtence? And has he not a ſovereign right to 
demand our ſervices? To ſome he has given much 
indeed: Capacious underſtanding, diſcerning judgment, 
lively wit and fancy, perſuaſive eloquence, and the refine- 
ments of ſcience; united to bodily health and vigor, 
abundant wealth, honorable or happy connettions, ſta- 
tions of eminence, and extenſive influence among man- 
kind. Let us remember, theſe were not given * we 
might wax wanton in enjoyment; indulge inclination at 
pleaſure, and live to ourſelves; but to afford us oppor- 
tunities of doing good, and of being abundantly uſeful. 
The enjoyment of goſpel privileges being among the firſt 

| of 


The original eu, or evge, rendered Well done, is not only a term 
of approbation, but laudatory and co ulatory. See Hedericus, 


Parkhurſt, Schrevelius and Leigh; alſo, Poli Sinopſis Criticorum, Dod- 
dridge, &c. 


+ See the note on the value of a talent. Many perſons not bein 
acquainted with the value of money among the ancients, or not duly 
attending to the circumſtance, have been led to confider the one talent 
as only a trifling ſum; but jt appears, on examination, to be a conſi- 
derable truſt for a ſervant, 
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3 of bleſſings, O! let us take care, that the negleR of them 
p and of the great ſalvation does not bring on us the heavieſt 
4 condemnation. /” 

” Let us, fecondly, take notice, that whatever blaſphe- 
mers may ſay, or the doubts of weak, ſceptical minds 


F | ſuggeſt, reſpetting a failure of the promiſe of the Savior's 

coming, the appointed time will bring the awful event. 
, Our abſent Lord has withdrawn his bodily preſence from 
our world for a time, and retired to his courts beyond 
4 the ſkies: There, in the unapproachable receſs of light he 
{. dwells, while the day of long ſufferance and grace, con- 
2 nected with man's probationary ſtate, is continued. But, 
bs when the goſpel has made its progreſs through the world, 
if and the ſchemes of providence and grace are compleat, the 

Great Lord of Angels and of men will appear in the 
le 

clouds of heaven, with power and great glory, attended 
5 by the innumerable multitude of his mighty Angels, and 
£ will aſcend the throne of judgement.—Sun! thy glories 
i9 will be darkened at the ſight.— Thou ſhalt be ſhaken to 


h thy centre, ſtable earth !—Thy face, O Nature! ſhall be 
changed; and the vaſt expanſe of the heavens, with all 


4 its glories, be wrapped together like a ſcroll: And with 
4 an aſtoniſhing, ruſhing noiſe, paſs away like the vapor 
1 which is diſſipated in the air. At that awful moment will 
I the trumpet ſound, and the voice of God, no leſs power- 
- ful than that which called nature into exiſtence, ſummon 
1 the nations, quick and dead, to the deciſive bar. Here, 
f from the records of Heaven, will the ſecrets of all hearts be 
1 revcaled, and the hidden things of darkneſs brought to light; 
Py our true charatter will be diſcoyered, andourattions tried. 
How natural to exclaim, on this occaſion, with the Apoſtle : 
Seeing we look for ſuch things, what manner of perſons 
ought we to be, in all holy converſation and godlineſs!”* 
rm Thirdly, we learn hence the great importance of im- 
45 proving life well, and of being prepared to die. What 
is life detached from eternity? How low, how trivial, 
n are all its concerns and purſuits, where our final ſtate is 
” 0 forgot: 


i | * 24 Peter, iii. 12. 
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forgot! Like a cypher, or a fleeting ſhadow! Nay 
worſe, they terminate in diſappointment, guilt and ruin. 
« Be not deceived, —whatlocver a man ſoweth, that ſhall 
he allo reap: He that ſoweth to his fleſh, ſhall of the 
fleſh reap corruption; and he that loweth to the ſpirit, 
thall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting.”* Life then is the 
ſeed-time for eternity; and he that ſows in righteouſneſs, 
though in tears, ſhall reap-with joy. 

The improvement of life, therefore, is of no leſs im- 
portance, than to eſcape from hell, and fly to heaven. 
But can death be leſs important?—Death, to which we 
are liable every moment; and which frequently arrives 
at the moment leaſt expetted! Death, which puts, at 
once, a period to all the buſineſs, enjoyments and pur- 
ſuits of life; and terminates the ſtate of probation to indi- 
viduals, as judgement docs to the world at large. © It 
is appointed to all men once to die, and after that the 
Judgement. Happy the man, who is ready to lay him 
down in his © clay, cold bed,” in the well-founded and 
blefſed hope of a happy reſurrection. But, O! how 
awful is the change to him, who has never ſeriouſ] 
thought of approaching judgement; who has ſhameſully 
neglected the intereſt of his foul, and by whom the ſer- 
vice of God 1s left undone; wha, i in a moment, perhaps, 
is ſnatched away from his poſſeſſions and enjoyments, juſt 
as his heart is dilating with the fond hope of carthly hap- 
pineſs, and while he is congratulating himſelf in the 
proſpect of much goods laid up for many years, and a 
plenary indulgence in all the pleaſures his appetites can 
Crave. At once, the gay deluſions vaniſh: He ſinks 
under the burden of his ſins, and horrors ſeize his guilty 
ſoul. This leads us, 

Fourthly, To take up a lamentation over the thouſands 
of careleſs, thoughtleſs and profane ſinners, who never 
felt the divine ambition to approve themſelves to God 
in a courle of holy obedience, but are either hiding their 


talent in the earth, or provoking their Dread Sovereign 
and 


© Gal. vi. 5. 8. + Heb. ix. 27. 
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and Righteous Judge to jealouſy, by their daring impiety. 
How will they be able to ſtand before God in judge- 
ment, or anſwer for all their neglects and abuſe of mer- 
cies? „Ol why is a price put into the hands of a fool to 
get wiſdom, ſecing he hath no heart to 1t?"#——Heaven 
invites; God thunders out of Zion; cternity diſplays its 
awful and glorious ſcenes; but he remains unmoved! 
Religion is eſteemed by him the employmnet of knaves 
and fools: It's refined pleaſures, holy exerciſes and hea- 
venly proſpetts, for kim have no charms. The houſe of 
God is avoided; the ſabbath is a burden, or a day of 
wordly buſineſs and pleaſure ; and the goſpel is deſpiſed. 
But, for the ſcenes of diſſipation and trifling amuſement; 
for the purſuits of vain ambition; the applaule of mortals; 
and the acquiſition of wealth——for thefe, he has incli- 
nation and attention for theſe he has lime !—with theſe 
he is enraptured ! — But, we are led, 

Fifthly, To contemplate, with peculiar pleaſure, the 
bleſsed proſpetts the righteous have in view. Already 
have they received grace; but they are expettants of 
glory. Though placed, for the preſent, in a ſtate of 
trial, and often aſsaulted with temptation, they are preſ- 
ſing onward to perfection, and will ſoon enter into their 
reſt. Their reconciled God, who has accepted them 
through the righteouſneſs and interceſſion of his fon, 
looks on them with a propitious eye, approves their 
ſervices offered by grateful, obedient hearts, however 
feeble and imperfett ; and, in the goſpel revelation, holds 
up the crown to their view : But, in the laſt great day, 
he will own them, and approve their conduct before the 
aſsembled multitudes of heaven and earth—vea, he will 


welcome them to the joy of their Lord, and introduce 


them into the paradiſe of God. 

This glorious diſcovery of future bleſsedneſs, fo 
congenial to the nobleſt hopes and wiſhes of the human 
heart, ſhould ſtimulate us to the moſt vigorous and 
generous purſuits in religion; that we may _— _ 
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* Proverbs, xvii. 16. 
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beſt ſervices we can to our God and Redeemer, and 
make our ſhort lives as uſeful as poſſible to mankind. 
The beſt ſervices we can render, amount comparatively 
to but little; the rewards of grace will be immenſe, 
The time of our ſervice and trial is ſhort; the reſt and 
glory to be received, will be eternal. We diſcern 
hence, 

Sixthly, The neceſſity of ſtrictly examining ourſelves, 
that we may not indulge a preſumptuous hope, nor 
ſuffer at laſt the fearful diſappointment of thoſe who will 
be difowned by Chriſt, in the day of his appearing : 
Not every one that faith unto him Lord! Lord! ſhall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth 
the will of his father, who is in heaven. Are ve of the 
latter character? Js religion, indeed, the great concern 
of our lives? Are our eyes ſingly directed to the glory 
of God, as our grand object? And are we ſweetly con- 
ſtrained by divine love, to exert all our powers in his 
cauſe, and for the intereſts of his kingdom? Were we 
called to ſtand for trial at the bar of an earthly judge, on 
a cauſe of life and death, what anxiety would we feel! 
what care to be in readineſs, and to obtain acquittal ! 
How much more ſhould our minds be affected, when 
we know that we are to appear before the Judge of all 
the earth, whoſe eyes are as pure flames, piercing into 
the ſecret receſses of the foul, diſcerning every thought 
and cvery action, and who will decide on the everlaſting 

ates of men? Let conſcience therefore now ſpeak 
fait thfully 1 in our breaſts, aſſiſted by the light, and armed, 
as It 1s, by the authority of God's word. Let us look 
with the utmoſt care into the true ſtate of our ſouls. nor 
ſuffer that deception, reſpecting our character, which 
el Hove, and the various deluſions of the world and fin, 

o frequently produce. We are furniſhed, 

Seventhly, Wich an excellent argument, from this 
ſource of inſtruction, againſt that immoderate ſorrow 
which 1s apt to ariſe when we loſe the company of 
Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's faithful ſervants; who, by death, are called away 
before us from this earthly ſtate, But why fhould we 
lament? Have they not ſiniſhed their work, proved their 
faithfulneſs, and entered into their reſt? where their 
works follow them by bleſsed conſequences, and ſerve as 

evidences to their love and zeal. | 

Being thus brought to the ſubject we had principa m 
in view, waving other uſes for the preſent, I haſte to 
make ſome obſervations reſpecting the life and charatter 
of that truly eminent, and amiable miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt, who has lately, as we have every reaſon to 
believe, made a happy exchange of the icenes of trial 
and duty, for thoſe of reſt and glory. 

The Rev. Mr. Oliver Hart, was born of reputable 
parents, in the ſtate of Pennſylvania, July the gth, 172g. 
From ſeveral accounts there is reaſon to conclude, that 
he received a religious education ; but, that his attention 
to religion, and converſion to God, were at an early 
period, is very certain: for his ſerious profeſſion of 
Chriſt, and ſubmiſſion to baptiſm, took place on che 3d 
of Auguſt, 1741, when he was but little more than 


eighteen years old. At that time, the power of religion was 


greatly diſplayed in various parts of this continent, under 
the miniſtry of that eminent ſervant of Chriſt, Rev. George 
Whitefield, of the Epiicopal Church; of Rev. Meſsrs. the 
Tennents, Edwards, and their alsociates, of the Preſby- 
terian and Congregational Churches ; and of the Rev. 
Abel Morgan, and others, of the Baptiſt Church. Several 
of theſe, Mr. Hart, at this time, uſed to hear; and has 
lince profefsed to have received much benefit from their 
preaching, particularly from Mr. Whitefield's. 

Five years after making his public proſeſſion of 
religion, on the 20th of "December, 1746, he was 
licenſed to preach, by the Baptiſt Church at Southampton, 
in Pennſylvania; and on the 1oth of Ottober, 1749, 
was ordained to the great work of the goſpel miniſtry. 

The call for miniſters in the ſouthern parts of this 


continent, being at thai time great, and this church being 
deſtitute, 
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deſtitute, he was induced, immediately after his ordina. 
tion, to ſet out ſor this city, where he arrived early in 
November, on the very day the Rev. and excellent Mr. 
Chanler, paſtor of the church at Aſhley River, then the 
only ordained miniſter of the Baptiſt denomination in 
this part of the country, and who had preached part of 
his time in this church, as a ſupply, was buried. White 
the church was deſtitute, applications had been made 
both to Europe and the Northern States, for a ſuitable 
miniſter; and one, who had been deſcribed as ſuch, was 
actually expected; but the unexpetted coming of Mr. 
Hart, was conſidered as directed by a ſpecial providence, 
and ſo great was the ſatisfaction of the church, on hearing 


him, that he was immediately invited to take the paſtoral 


charge of them; with which he was accordingly inveſted 
on the 16th of February following. 

For thirty years from this period he executed the 
office of paſtor in this church, as a faithful, evangelic 
miniſter of Chriſt, paſſing through a varicty of ſcenes, 
both of joy and depreſſion; but exhibiting, at all times, 
an uprightneſs and dignity, both of temper and condutt, 
becoming his religious and ſacred character. His life 


was exemplary, and his uſefulnels conſpicuous. But on 


the approach of the Britiſh fleet and army, to which 
Charleſton was ſurrendered in 1780, being juſtly appre- 
nenſive of the conſequences which reſulted from the 


ſeige, and deſiring to preſerve his political m_— with 
which he found his veligious intimately connected, he 


retired to the Northern ſtates. There the attention of 
the reſpectable Baptiſt Church at Hopewell, in the ſtate 
of New. Jerſey, was ſoon aitratted toward him, and in 
conſequence of a preſſing invitqtion from them, he 
became their paſtor on the 16th of December the ſame 
year, and ſerved them in that capacity, the laſt fifteen 
vears of his valuable life. 

For ſome years paſt, the infirmities of age, and 
ſeveral ſevere attacks of different diſeaſes, had greatly 
reduced his bodily ſtrength, and diſqualified him for the 

conſtant 
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conſtant performance of public duties; and on the giſt 
of December, the laſt day of the year which has juſt 
expired, he ſurrendered his ſoul into the hands of his 
God and Redeemer, 

The circumſtances attending this mournful event, we 
have not yet received; but have every reaſon to believe, 


they have been correſpondent to the life and profeſſion 


he had ſupported. 

To thole of you, my dear hearers, who enjoyed the 
honor and happineſs of an acquaintance with the vene- 
rable deceaſed, an account of his character is unneceſ- 
ſary ; it ſhone conſpicuouſly in your view. But to the 
younger part of my audience, and to thoſe friends who have 
come lately among us, it may afford uſeful information. 

In his perſon he was ſomewhat tall, well proportioned, 
and of a graceful appearance; of an active, vigc rous 
conſtitution, before it had been impaired by cloſe 
application to his ſtudies, and by his abundant labours ; 
his countenance was open and manly, his voice clear, 
harmonious and commanding ; the powers of his mind 
were ſtrong and capacious, and enriched by a fund of 
uſeful knowledge; his taſte was elegant and refined. 
Though he had not enjoyed the advantages of a collegiate 
education, nor indeed much afliſtance from any perſonal 
inſtruttion, ſuch was his application, that by private 
ſtudy, he obtained a conſiderable acquaintance with 
claſſical learning, and explored the fields of ſcience ; ſo 
that in the year 1769, the college of Rhode-Ifland, in 
honor to his literary merit, conferred on him the degree 
of maſter in the liberal arts. 

But as a chriſtian and divine, his character was moſt 
conſpicuous; no perſon who heard his pious, experi- 
mental diſcourſes, or his affectionate, fervent addreſſes 
to God in prayer; who beheld the zcal and conſtancy he 
manifeſted in the public exerciles of rel:gion, or the 
diſintereſtedneſs, humility, benevolence, charity, devo- 
tion, and equanimity of temper he diſcovered on all 
occaſions in the private walks of life; could, for a 

moment, 
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moment, doubt of his being not only truly, but eminently 
religious. He poſseſsed in a large meafure the moral and 
focial virtues, and had a mind formed for friendſhip. In 
all his relative connexions, as huſband, father, brother, 


inaſter, he acted with the greateſt propriety ; and was 


endeared to thoſe who were connected with him 1 in the 


tender ties. 
From a part .of his diary, now in my poſseſsion, it 


appears that he took more than ordinary pains to walk 


humbly and faithfully with God; to live under impreſſions 
of the love of Chriit, to walk in the light of the divine 
preſence, and to improve all his time and opportunities 
to the nobleſt purpoſes of religion and virtue. 

In his religious principles, he was a fixed Calviniſt, 
and a conſiſtent, liberal Baptiſt. The dodctrines of free, 
effecactous grace, were precious to him; Chriſt Jeſus, and 


him cruciſied, in the perfection of his righteouſneſs, the 


merit of his death, the prevalence of his interceſſion, 
and efficacy of his grace, was the foundation of his hope, 
the ſource of his joy, and the delightful theme of his 


preaching. 

His ſermons were peculiarly ſerious, containing a 
happy alsemblage of dottrinal and practical truths, fet in 
an engaging light, and enforced with convincing argu- 
ments. For the diſcuſſion of dottrinal truths, he was 
more eſpecially eminent, to which alſo he was prepared 
by an intimate acquaintance with the ſacred ſcriptures, 
and an extenſive reading of the moſt valuable, both 
ancient and modern authors. His eloquence, at leaſt in 
the middle ſtages of life, was not of the moſt popular 
kind, but perſpicuous, manly and flowing, ſuch as 
afforded pleaſure to perſons of true taſte, and edification 
to the ſerious hearer. 

With theſe various qualifications for uſeſulneſs, he 
polseised an ardent defire to be as uſeful as poſſible, 
which cannot be better repreſented than in his own 
words, as recorded in the diary before referred to, and 


which comprehends a part of his life, when the power 
ol 
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of divine grace was eminently diſplayed in this church. 
The article here ſeledted, was written juſt before that 
work of grace began, and exemplifies in him the pious 
chriſtian, as well as the faithful divine. 

« Monday, Auguſt the 5th, 1754. I do this morning 
feel myſelf oppreſsed under a ſenſe of my barrenneſs: 
Alas! what do I for God? I am indeed employed in 
his vineyard, but I fear to little purpoſe. I feel a want 
of the life and power of religion in my own heart : This 
cauſes ſuch a langour in all my duties to God: This makes 
me ſo poor an improver of time. Alas! Iam frequently 
on my bed when I ought to be on my knees—to my 
ſhame. Sometimes the ſun appears in the horizon, and 
begins his daily courſe, before I have paid my tribute of 
praiſe to God; and perhaps, while I am indulging myſelf 


in inactive ſlumbers. Oh! wretched ſtupidity! Oh! 


that, for time to come, I may be more active for God! 1 
would this morning reſolve, before thee, O! God, and 
in thy name and ſtrength, to devote myſelf more unre- 
ſervedly to thy ſervice than I have hitherto done: I 
would reſolve to be a beiter improver of my time than 
I have heretofore been: To riſe earlier in the morning, 
to be ſooner with thee in ſecret devotion, and Oh, that I 
may be more devout therein! I would be more engaged 
in my ſtudies. Grant, O, Lord! that I may improve 
more by them! And when I go abroad, enable me better 
to improve my viſits ; that I may always leave a favour 
of divine things behind me. When I go to thy houſe 
to ſpeak for thee, may I always go full fraught with 
things divine, and be enabled faithfully and feelingly to 
diſpenſe the word of life. I would beginand end every 
day with thee: Teach me to ſtudy thy glory in all I do: 
And wilt thou be with me alſo in the night watches ; 
teach me to meditate of thee on my bed; may m 


ſleep be ſanctified to me, that I may thereby be fitted to 


thy ſervice, nor ever deſire more than anſwers this 
important end. Thus teach me to number my days, 
that I may apply my heart unto wiſdom,” 

D Theſe 
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aſcribed. His printed ſermons have contri 
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Theſe virtuous reſolutions and pious breathings of 
foul, were ſeconded by becoming exertions, both of a 
public and private nature, in his own congregation ; and 
by correſpondent labours in churches abroad; nor were 
they without ſucceſs, many owned him as their father in 
the goſpel: Among theſe are two diſtinguiſhed and 
uſeful miniſters, who ſurvive him, and ſhine as diffuſive 
lights in the church.* Theſe were not only awakened 
under his preaching, but introduced by him allo into 
courſe of ſtudy for the miniſtry. y 

The formation of a ſociety in this city, to aſſiſt pious 
young men in obtaining education for the public ſervices 
of the church, and which has been of uſe to ſeveral, 
originated with him ; and he wasa prime mover in that 
plan for the affociation of churches, by which ſo many 
of our churches are very happily united, at the preſent 
day. To him alſo, in conjunttion with his beloved and 
amiable friends, now I truſt with God, Rev. Francis 
Pelot and Mr. David Williams, is that valuable work of 
public utility, the ſyſtem of church e to be 

uted to the 


general intereſt of religion, and his extenſive regular 


correſpondence, has been the means of conveying 


rational pleaſure, and religious improvement to many. 
To all which may be added, his uſefulneſs as a citizen 
of America. Prompt in his judgement, ardent in his love 
of liberty, and rationally jealous for the rights of his 
country; he took an early and decided part in thoſe 
meaſures which led our patriots to ſucceſsful oppoſition 
againſt the encroachments of arbitrary power; and 
brought us to poſsels all the bleſſings of our happy inde- 
pendence. Yet he did not mix politics with the goſpel, 
nor deſert the duties of his ſtation to purſue them; but 


attending to cach in its proper place, he gave YEE to 
Us 


* Rev. Dr. Stillman, of Boſton, whoſe praiſe is in all the churches; 
and Rev. Mr. Bctsford, among ourſelves.—T'o theſe may be a added a 
third, Mr. Ewin, who ſucceeds Mr, Hart, as peſtor ot the church at 
Hopewell, April 8th, 1796, 
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his political ſentiments, by the propriety and uprightneſs 
of his conduct; and the influence of it was felt by many. 
But this amiable and excellent man has now finiſhed 
his courſe, and is gone to render an account of his 
ſtewardſhip to his Lord and Maſter, to whom he knew he 
was accountable for his various gifts and graces, and 
whom to ſerve and honor, was his delightful employ. 
On ſuch an ocaaſion, we are ready to exclaim with 
Eliſha, when he beheld the aſcending prophet, © My 
Father! My Father! the chariot of Iſrael, and the 
horſemen thereof.” Our beloved friend 1s removed from 
the world: And all thoſe among whom he once went 
preaching the goſpel of Chriſt, ſhall, in the fleſh, ſee his 
face no more. May heaven ſupport his pious, weeping 
widow, ſo greatly bereaved! And may indulgent provi- 
dence and grace, provide for the youth who is left as the 
ſon of his old age! "Ay 
I ſympathize with you, my much reſpected and 
chriſtian friends, who, in the death of this excellent man 
of God, mourn the loſs of a father, or near relative ! 
The loſs of ſuch a father demands a tear on your part, 
but on His, you have reaſon to rejoice. Your venerable 
parent had lived the full term allotted to man on earth; 
he had exhibited an example of tried worth; had 
obtained large experience of the mercy and love of God; 
and, being rich in good works, has come to the end of 
his days as a ſhock of corn fully ripe, and ready for the 
garner above. Dry up then your tears, imitate his 
piety and virtues; aid, by your beſt endeavors, that 
ſacred cauſe of God and religion, for which he was ſo 
long the public and faithful advocate among us ; and 
prepare to meet him in that happy land,“ where ſeraphs 


gather 1mmortality from life's fair tree, faſt by the throne 


of God.” ol | 

The ſame conſiderations may be addreſsed to the body 
of this church, but eſpecially to thoſe who knew our 
worthy friend, and lived under his miniſtry. You know, 
my brethren, that he was the pious, faithſul man here 


deſcribed, 
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deſcribed ; to you JI can appeal for the truth of the 
charakter which has been given at large; and it is an 
exalted pleaſure to find it ſo correſpondent to that exhi- 
bited in the text: To that which will meet with the 
approbation of Chriſt, and on which he will confer the 
den honors at the general judgement. 

A new evidence is hereby added to the ruth and 
power of religion, by his thus perſevering through a 
long life of trial and of labours, and in finiſhing his 
courſe in a manner ſo becoming the goſpel. Let it have 
its proper influence on your minds, for the confirmation 
of your faith and hope. Remember the godly example 
he exhibited while he went out and came in before you, 
in the paſtoral office; and while he broke to you the 
bread of life: And let the doQrines and counſels he 
delivered in your hearing, fink deep into your hearts; 
for by them, he being dead, yet ſpeaketh. 

Are any who have been uled to hear the calls and warnin gs 
of the goſpel from his lips, ſtill impenitent and careleſs ? O! 


let me intreat them, and all of this character, ſeriouſly to 


conſider in this their day, the things which concern their 
peace, leſt they be eternally hid from their eyes. O! 
conſider them before death ſtrikes his fatal blow! Before 

God'sawful trumpet ſounds, and calls you to his bart 

Finally, let us all aſpire to that holineſs, faithfulneſs, 
and excellency of charatter, which God approves ; that 
as humble believers in his Son, and dependents on his 
grace ; as well as ſervants, to whom his bounty has 
confided an important truſt ; we may. feel the force of 
our obligations, and exert every power in his ſacred 
cauſe. 

And when the great day of final retribution ſhall arrive 
amid the falling ſtars—the melting elements and diſsolving 
worlds—may we ſtand unmoved !—Meect the approba- 
tion of our Judge, and enter into the joy of our Lord! 
May God of his infinite mercy add a bleſſing to his word, 
and to his great name be everlaſting Pate, Amen! 
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